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ADVERTISEMENT. 


LTHO' th following 
pertinent and intereſt- 
Ing Advices were addreſſed, 
by the Author, only to. 
he Youth of the Meeting 
here he reſides, yet appear- 
ig to be properly adapted 
o general Service, they are, 
th much Affection, earn- 
ſtly recommended to the 
erious Peruſal, and cloſe 
\ttention of the Youth. 
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NORWICH MEETING. 


DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


ET me requeſt your attention 
to the following lines, The f 
ſubject nearly concerns you.— | 1 

cpiſe not the counſel of one who has 

ten looked upon you with tender re- 

d, and been ſecretly engaged on h 

dur account, that the many gracious | _— 

tations of Divine love and mercy to | 
jou might be affectionately received, 

nd duly prized by you. If you ſin 

A 3 cerely 


[55] "0 
cerely embrace them in humble refy. 
nation, and faithful obedience, the 
power of Truth will preſerve you, anc 
the freſh ſprings of life increaſe, and 
eſtabliſh you in the ſaving knowledge 
of God; but if you chuſe the ways of 
the world, and walk after the fight of 
your eyes, and the imaginations of yout 
hearts, rejecting the gentle drawing 
and inward reproofs of his holy Spirit 
you not only'forfake your own mercie 
for lying vanities, but alſo high 
offend the Sovereign Majeſty, the gre 
Judge of the quick and dead, whoi 
every where a preſent Obſerver of ou 
conduct, and too Jealous of his ho 
nour, to ſuffer, without diſpleaſure 
the froward will of the Creature t 
have the preference in any, to his ju 
and holy will; and who will not ford 
thoſe into feliciry who refule his 82 
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| Unleſs you take up your daily croſs 
o ſelfiſh indulgencies. and carnal gra- 
tifications, you cannot be the diſciples 
of Chriſt, nor inherit thoſe enjoymients 
which are of a divine and permanent 
ture. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
« ſhall die; but if ye through the 


„body, ye ſhall live. For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, 
* they are the ſons, or children, of 
God.“ Rom. viii. To follow the 
Lamb, whitherſoever he leads, is the 
only way to true and laſting happineſs; 
notwithſtanding the deceitful flatteries 
of 2 degenerate world, and the delu- 
ve perſuaſions of corrupt nature to 
the contrary. 


The ſubtil enemy of your peace be- 
zins with fair ſhews and plauſible 
emprations, in things which, to inex- 

A 4 perienced 


« Spirit do mortify the deeds: of tlie 
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1 
perienced minds, appear of ſmall « con- 
cern. He knows, ſhould he at once 


attempt you with manifeſt iniquities 
and obvious impieties, it would ſhock 


your tenderneſs, and defeat his deſtruc- 
tive intentions. He therefore ſeeks 


firſt to enſnare you, by ſecretly opera. 
ting upon the complacency of your 
natural tempers, and your averſion to 


give diſguſt, by putting forward and 
heightening your natural deſires, rather 
to pleaſe than to profit yourſelves and 
others, in your deportment and con- 


verſe; and alſo to betray you into an 


ill grounded ſhame of godly converſa- 
tion, and pious walking, and a breach 
of the due adherence to thoſe diſtin. 
guiſhing peculiarities, which the Truth 


has led its faithful followers into, and] 


placed as an exterior hedge of preſer- 


vation about them. T heſe the blind 


world calls affected ſingularities, and 
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1181 
cowniſh abſurdities, and ſtyles the 
diſregard and diſuſe of them an inno- 
cent freedom, and prudent demeanour. 
Thus the inſidious adverſary leads 
firſt into partial compliances, and pro- 
ceeds by making every ſucceeding ſtep 
wards a captivating conformity, ap- 
pear trivial, and of no conſequence. 
By this means. he deludes the weak 
and unwary gradually to aſſimilate with 
the world, in language, in dreſs, in be- 
haviour, in the ſuperfluity and folly of 
its modes and faſhions, in its corrupt 
aſſociations, and poiſonous diverſions ; 
the natural tendency of all which is to 
entangle, darken, and debaſe the mind; 
and, by alienating it from the light and. 
life of Chriſt, to render it ſo unguarded, 
as to make way for the introduction 
of unſuitable connections, unhappy 
marriages, and, in brief, every kind of 
corruption and miſery. 


; 


Be 


ens 132 J. 
- Be intreated therefore to beware, i 
time, of every approach towards 1 
falſe liberty in the ſmalleſt matters, 
leſt they prove introductions to greater 
Guard ſtrictly againſt every thing that 
would lead you to ſlight the tender 
touches and © convictions of Divine 
Grace. Withdraw from alluring ob- 
jets. To tamper at all with tempta- 
tions, is to loſe ground. It is vain to 
imagine you can go what length you 
pleaſe, and no further; that you may 
ſecurely temporize to a certain degrer, 
or to juſt ſuch a pleaſing point of com- 
pliance as you are now tempted to, in 
behaviour, dreſs, and language, in or- 
der to appear genteel, well bred, in- 
telligent, polite, and to eſcape the 
diſagreeable ſenſations of falſe ſhame. 
This leads into liberty, but it is the 
liberty of the fleſh, which is in reality 
the bondage of corruption. 
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Content not yourſelves with a birth 
in the Society; but ſeek to ſecure a 
birthright in the Truth; without 
which the firft will not avail you in 
the fight of God. Let the Spirit of 


Truth govern your inclinations; for 


whatever inclination you give your 
affection to, or paſſionately eſpouſe, 


| will prove your maſter. Indulge not 


an eager curioſity ; it led Dinah to 
diſnonour, and became the ruin of a 
city. Be cautious of your company; 


for that will affect both your manners 


and character, and, eventually, your 
future ſtate. Humour not the carnal 
mind in dreſſing your mortal, change- 
able, uncertain bodies, beyond what 
truth warrants, and decency requires; 
for more is not decoration, but diſ- 
guiſe, which in the ultimate runs into 
deformity, and adminiſters offence to 
bim who refiſteth the proud, but in- 
1 1 creaſeth 


f 
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| creaſeth grace to the humble. Flatter 


not the vanity of thoſe who look for 
a plural addreſs to themſelves. whilſt 
they treat their Maker in the ſingular 
number: as if Infinite Omnipotence 


was leſs, or leſs worthy, than the poor 
creature, whoſe very breath and being 


is not one moment at his own dil. 


poſal. 


I would beſeech you, who are con- 
ſcious that you have already been 
turned aſide or ſtumbled at the croſs, 
proceed - no further ; but fly to the 
great Redeemer, who ſo wondertully 


condeſcended from the heights of im- 


mortal Glory, took a painful huma- 
nity upon him, and bled for us, that 
he might bring us to celeſtial enjoy- 
ments; and for that end trod the mok 
thorny paths, and left us the faireſt 
example of humility, meekneſs, re- 

ſignation, 
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| fgnation, purity, and the moſt perfect 
plainneſs in every reſpect. Slight not 
the pattern he ſet, but follow it, for 
his bleſſed ſake, and the ſecurity of 


gilded baits, the fair-ſeeming careſſes 
of a deluſive world, in ſmall matters 


in nature, though different in degree. 
Beware of the little foxes; they crop 
the tender buddings of the vine of 
life. Studiouſly avoid all friendſhips, 
fatteries, formal viſits, idle paſtimes, 
and parties of pleaſure, which in any 
meaſure lead out of the fear of God, 
divert you from daily attention upon 
him, and indiſpoſe you for m 
— with him. 


Who, in their proper ſenſes, would 


1 an and paradiſe of God, for the 
paltry 


your own happineſs. Shun all the 


as well as great; for they are all one 


loſe an eternal manſion in the heavenly . 


; „„ 
paltry pleaſures and filly ſatisfactions 


which muſt ſhortly end in everlaſting Her 
bitterneſs ? Shall the decking of theſe Jof pre 
periſhable bodies, the vanity of this i the ge 
uncertain life, the gratification of ſenſe, vr tk 
the lure of idle aſſociates, or the appre- Wl yh ich 
henſion of derifion from perſons igno- crown 
rant of the virtue and power of truth, i accept 
or unfaithful to it, have greater impref- . j 
ſion with you than the love of him oſt 
that made you, the favour of him that . ꝗre 
ſuſtains you, and a ſtate of immutable Wſ« no | 
bleſſedneſs with him in the realms of Wl « chi! 


eternal light and glory? Make not { 
miſerable a choice and preference, but 
practically adopt this apoſtolic advice, 
«. Be not conformed to this world; but 
ce be ye transformed by the renewing 
& of your minds, that ye may prove 
« what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God,” Rom, xii 


To 


1 15-] 
To behold blooming youth renoun- 
cing thoſe temptations and appearances 
of preſent advantage, which captivate 
Y the generality of their cotemporaries, 
Y for the ſake of that glorious Truth 
which leads, under the croſs, to the 


acceptable to God and good men. 
I rejoiced greatly,” faith the good 
poſtle, that I found of thy chil- 
E © dren walking in Truth.” I have 


(children walk in Truth.” 


J. P. 


crown immortal, cannot fail of being 


no greate- joy than to hear that my 
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